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	Grade 9 Disposition

Inter-Relationships and 

Self-Reliance

Big Ideas

· relationships

· responsibility

· life lessons

· age vs. youth

· moral choices

· history of theatre

· impulse decision making

· love vs. hate

· fate

· deception, secrecy

Themes

· Decisions can have long term effects.
· The quality of relationships defines lives.
Focus Questions

· What social issues does the play address?

· How does Shakespeare still speak to us today?
· How can exploring themes in literature provide insight into ourselves?
· In literature, what is “tragic design”?
· What makes a good relationship? 

· Is tragedy part of life?

· How can I avoid making impulsive decisions?

· Can decisions based on violence or anger have a peaceful resolution?

· How can potential consequences guide decision making?

· Do I recognize my own mistakes and learn from them?
· Are some decisions irreversible?
Essential Questions

· Who am I?

· How do I relate to my family, my community, and society?

· How do I build networks of people to support me?

· How am I a reflection of my relationships?

· How do my relationships within and across groups affect others?
· What influence do class, religion, language, and culture have on my relationships and my decisions?
Quotations

I “Tragedy is a representation of a serious, complete action which has magnitude.”

Aristotle

II “Real suspense comes with moral dilemma and the courage to make and act upon choices…”

John Gardner

III “You must know that in any moment a decision you make can change the course of your life forever…”
Anthony Robbins

IV “That should be considered long which can be decided but once”

Syrus

V “It is a characteristic of wisdom not to do desperate things.”

Thoreau

VI “Good plans shape good decisions. That’s why good planning helps to make elusive dreams come true.”

Lester R. Bittel

VII “Every great decision creates ripples—like a huge boulder dropped in a lake. The ripples merge, rebound off the banks in unforseeable ways. The heavier the decision, the larger the waves, the more uncertain the consequences.”

Ben Aaronovitch

Quotations
VIII “When anger rises, think of the consequences.”

Confucius

IX “Whatever life we have experienced, if we can tell our story to someone who listens, we find it easier to deal with our circumstances.” 
Margaret J. Wheatley
X “Listening is such a simple act. It requires us to be present, and that takes practice, but we don't have to do anything else. We don't have to advise, or coach, or sound wise. We just have to be willing to sit there and listen.” 
Margaret J Wheatley

XI “Hatred ever kills, love never dies. Such is the vast difference between the two…”

Gandhi

XII “Love vanquishes time. To lovers, a moment can be eternity; eternity can be the tick of a clock.”

Mary Parrish

XIII “This was love at first sight, love everlasting: a feeling unknown, unhoped for, unexpected--in so far as it could be a matter of conscious awareness; it took entire possession of him, and he understood, with joyous amazement, that this was for life.” 
Thomas Mann 

XIV "When love speaks, the voice of all the gods 

Make heaven drowsy with the harmony.

Shakespeare (Love's Labor's Lost)

Romeo and Juliet Quotations

Opening Prologue

A “Two households, both alike in dignity,
In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.”

B “A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life;
Whose misadventur'd piteous overthrows,
Doth with their death bury their parents' strife.”

Act I. Scene v
C “My only love sprung from my only hate!

Too early seen unknown,

and know too late!

Prodigious birth of love it is to me

That I must love a loathed enemy.”

Juliet

D "Did my heart love till now? Forswear it sight, For I ne'er saw true beauty till this night.”

Romeo 

Act II, Scene ii
E “O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?
Deny thy father and refuse thy name;
Or if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love
And I'll no longer be a Capulet.”
Juliet

F “But soft, what light through yonder window breaks?

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun.

Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon,

Who is already sick and pale with grief

That thou, her maid, art far more fair that she.”

Romeo

G “What’s in a name? That which we call a rose

By any other name would smell as sweet.”

Juliet

Romeo and Juliet Quotations   (continued)
H “Good night, good night! Parting is such sweet sorrow. 

That I shall say good night till it be morrow”

Juliet

Act II Scene iv
I “Nay, if our wits run the wild-goose chase, I am done;…”

Mercutio

Act III Scene i
J “O, I am fortune’s fool!”

Romeo

K “A plague a' both your houses!”

Mercutio
Act V, Scene iii
L “For never was a story of more woe

Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.”

	Narrative Text Drama/Tragedy

The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet
William Shakespeare

http://shakespeare.mit.edu/romeo_juliet/index.html
Information Text
“Talking to Your Parents-or Other Adults”, Teens Health, Reviewed by Neil Izenberg, MD, 8-06

http://www.kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/families/talk_to_parents.html
Media

Special Report

“The Teen Brain”

PBS Online News Hour,10-04

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/science/july-dec04/brain_10-13.html 
 “Inside the Teenage Brain” PBS Frontline
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/teenbrain/view/#here 


	Media

Opening scene and other clips from Romeo and Juliet (1968), from Romeo + Juliet (1996 film), from Shakespeare in Love, and from West Side Story

The American Ballet
Romeo & Juliet Balcony Scene, Julie Kent and Ethan Stiefel http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9hzDPAaDUOc&feature=related  
Kennedy Center Ballet

Video Excerpts

http://vos.ucsb.edu/browse.asp?id=4036
Narrative Text
Greek Myth

Pyramus and Thisbe

http://thanasis.com/thisbe.htm
Short Story

“The Chaser”

John Colliers

http://members.accessus.net/~bradley/thechaser.html
Opera Libretto

Jason and Hanna

War-affected Balkans

“Romeo and Juliet” story

http://www.kidsop.com/20012/synopsis.htm
Song Lyrics

“Parents Just Don’t Understand”

Will Smith
http://www.tsrocks.com/w/will_smith_texts/parents_just_dont_understand.html
Poetry

Shakespearean Sonnets

116 and 18

http://www.albionmich.com/valentine.html
Informational Text

Essay

“Quoting Shakespeare”

Bernard Levin

http://line.adler-petersen.dk/shakespeare.htm
Primary Document

“The Gettysburg Address” Abraham Lincoln

Reading and Text

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/gettysburgaddress.htm
Works of Art

Romeo and Juliet
William Blake, Frederic, Lord Leighton, Benjamin West, Frank Dicksee, Henry Briggs
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/randj/connections/visual_main.html
Teacher Instructional Resources

Background

Why Study Shakespeare?

http://www.txclassics.org/Why%20Study%20Shakespeare.pdf 

Voice of America Radio Broadcast & Transcripts

What Keeps Works of Shakespeare So Alive
http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/archive/2007-05/2007-05-29-voa1.cfm?CFID=165948522&CFTOKEN=65333300
Voice of America Radio Broadcast & Transcripts

All the World Still a Stage

for Shakespeare's Timeless Imagination

http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/archive/2007-05/2007-05-22-voa1.cfm?CFID=169829774&CFTOKEN=55948837
Outline of Aristotle’s Theory

Includes Frey’s Triangle

http://www.cnr.edu/home/bmcmanus/poetics.html
Power Point-(Adapt)

http://www.colegiobolivar.edu.co/apenglish/Documents/Tragedy%20Presentation.pdf
Aristotle’s Tragic Hero

Student Handout

http://vccslitonline.cc.va.us/tragedy/aristotle.htm 
What would Aristotle Say?

Interactive Web Site

http://vccslitonline.cc.va.us/tragedy/tragedyquiz.htm 
William Shakespeare
English/Spanish

http://library.thinkquest.org/19539/front.htm
Art and Science of Theater

http://library.thinkquest.org/21722/main.html 

History
http://library.thinkquest.org/5291/history.html
Sonnets and Resources

Sonnet 116 and 18 Lesson

“Visualize What You Read”
50 Essential Lessons, Jim Burke. Lesson 9

Shakespearean Sonnet Analysis

http://www.shakespeares-sonnets.com/sonn01.htm
http://www.cummingsstudyguides.net/xsonnetanalysis.html 

Sonnet 18 Sample Analysis

Paraphrased

http://ode.k12.ar.us/dugana/AP%20Lit/Handout%20on%20Sonnett.pdf
Romeo and Juliet Resources

( Also see Theater Resources)
Romeo and Juliet Web Quest

http://library.thinkquest.org/19539/randj.htm 

Romeo & Juliet Web Site

Information on Themes, Vocabulary, Quotes, 

Literary Elements/Techniques, Art History

http://www.saratogaschools.org/academic/terry/romeo/Elements.html
A Romeo and Juliet Itineraries 

Photographs

http://www.intesys.it/Tour/Eng/VeronaGiuliettaRomeo.html
Romeo and Juliet: A Synopsis 

http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/randj/story/synopsis.html
Readers’ Theater Project

Romeo and Juliet

http://members.tripod.com/hilaryf8/rt.htm 
Exploring drama as a teaching methodology: Romeo and Juliet
http://wwwfp.education.tas.gov.au/english/romeo.htm#overview
60 Second Drama Video

HS Drama Class

http://www.bbc.co.uk/drama/shakespeare/60secondshakespeare/watch/uplands_randj.shtml
Romeo and Juliet

KWHL Strategy

http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Romeo%20and%20Juliet%20(2)/KWHL.pdf 

Romeo and Juliet Resources

Romeo & Juliet Anticipation Guides

Deeper Reading

Kelly Gallagher p.40
Novelinks
http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Romeo%20and%20Juliet%20(2)/Anticipation%20Guide.pdf
Romeo & Juliet Tragic Decision Timeline Exemplar

Reading Reminders

Jim Burke

Chapter 77 pgs. 243-244

Intel Education

Designing Effective Projects

http://www97.intel.com/en/ProjectDesign/UnitPlanIndex/RomeoAndJuliet/ 

Juliet’s Blog Exemplar 
http://julietisthesun.blogspot.com/ 
Rubric for Blog
http://www97.intel.com/en/ProjectDesign/UnitPlanIndex/RomeoAndJuliet/romeo_juliet_assess_blog.htm 
1968 Romeo and Juliet Movie Guide http://students.ed.uiuc.edu/bach/rnj24/rj1968.html
Perfect Mate Survey

http://www.teachersfirst.com/winners/romeo-survey.htm
“The Chaser” Analysis

http://readfirst.net/paper.htm 

Gettysburg Address Lesson

Paraphrase
http://teachers.greenville.k12.sc.us/sites/gmarlowe/Shared%20Documents/Analyzing%20the%20Gettysburg%20Address.doc
Theater Resources

Musical Theater

West Side Story, Theater Study Guide

http://www.tuts.com/season06/WSS_study.pdf 

Focus on West Side Story

Performing Arts

http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/randj/connections/performing/westside.html 
Theater Resources  (continued)

Broadway

Westside Story
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/broadway/musicals/westside.html# 
From Page to Stage

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/broadway/teachers/lp1.html
Romeo and Juliet

Romeo & Juliet Ballet

Artsedge: Discovering Romeo and Juliet

http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/randj/connections/performing/ballet.html 
Cue Sheet

http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/randj/artsedge.html
Opera

Tampa Spotlight Performance Guide on Opera http://www.patelconservatory.org/onschooltime/0607studyguides/romeoandjuliet.pdf
Romeo and Juliet voice clip 

http://www.evermore.com/azo/97season/romeo.wav 

General Resources

“How to Write a 

Comparison Essay”

Writing Reminders, Chapter 50, pgs. 267-269 Jim Burke

Comparison Notes 

http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-12/Tools/comparisonnotes.pdf
Comparison Essay

http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/acadwrite/comparcontrast.html#firstcomp 
Time Line Organizer

http://www.englishcompanion.com/pdfDocs/tooltimeline.pdf 

Episode Notes

http://www.englishcompanion.com/pdfDocs/toolepisodicnotes.pdf 
Deeper Reading

Comprehending Challenging Texts, 4-12

Kelly Gallagher

Reading Reminders

Tools, Tips and Techniques

Jim Burke

General Resources

50 Essential Lessons
Jim Burke

Lesson 9

Visualize What You Read

Lesson 13

“Use the Language of 

Literary Analysis”

Lesson 21

“Craft an Effective Argument”

Lesson 34

Make an Effective Presentation

Lesson 42 

“Write Likely Test Questions”

Outline Notes

Main Ideas and Details

http://www.englishcompanion.com/pdfDocs/outlinenotes.pdf 
Narrative Profundity Scale
http://www.readinglady.com/mosaic/tools/Profundity%20Scale-Narrative%20from%20Jeff.pdf
Sample End-of-Year Portfolio Cover Letter

http://www.englishcompanion.com/assignments/exemplars/sampleportfoliocovlet.html
Multi Media Presentation Resources
50 Essential Lessons
Jim Burke

Lesson 34

“Make an Effective Presentation”
Search the Web and Evaluate Web Sources

http://www.umuc.edu/library/guides/web.shtml#Evaluate
Power Point in the Classroom Tutorial
http://www.actden.com/pp
Multimedia 

Presentation(Rubric)
http://www.bcpl.net/~sullivan/modules/tips/rubrics_sec/multimedia.html 

Rubric For Multimedia Presentation-PowerPoint
http://www.ga.k12.pa.us/curtech/WEBQPRE/assesspp.htm
Performance Task Assessment Multimedia
http://www.bcpl.net/~sullivan/modules/tips/rubrics_sec/multimedia.html 


	Genre Study

Characteristics of 

· Shakespearean tragedy
· Shakespearean sonnet
Author Study

· William Shakespeare 

Shakespearean Drama

· tragedy
· tragic hero

· comic relief

· allusion

· foil

· soliloquy 

· aside

· blank verse

· plot, structure
· Freytag’s Triangle

Additional information on Shakespearean Tragedy (Aristotelian)

http://www.cnr.edu/home/bmcmanus/poetics.html
Shakespearean Sonnet

· fourteen-line poem

· conflict, question, resolution
· rhyme scheme
  (abab cdcd efef gg)
· figurative language
Literary Devices

· aside
· dramatic irony

· foil

· foreshadowing

· imagery

· metaphor

· monologue

· oxymoron

· paradox

· personification

· puns

· simile

· soliloquy
· stage directions

· verbal irony

Historical/Cultural Perspectives
· influence of Renaissance

· history of theater
· influence of language

· archaic language vs. modern language
· social issues
· social action

· Italian city-states, political and social customs
Critical Perspectives
· time period

· connections to self, peers, community, country —own perspective on events and choices

	Genre Study

Characteristics of 

· Comparison essay

· Multimedia presentation

Comparison Essay

· Analyzes similarities and differences between two or more subjects

· Elements

- determined criteria 
- thesis/main point of comparison
- supports with factual details and examples

- explains, evaluates, persuades
- consistent pattern of comparison 
- expository text features (images, graphics, diagrams)
Multimedia Presentation

Expository Text Elements
· thesis

· supporting evidence

· writer’s tone (attitude)

· academic vocabulary

Visual Aids

· PowerPoint/ keynote

· handouts

   visible/readable

· minimal text

· concrete, precise words

· carefully selected graphics/images

Audience Engagement
· pace speech

· make eye contact

· project voice

· use humor or other devices
Format

· overview
· strong supporting details or examples
· logical, coherent progression
· anticipate questions and answer them
· use transition where one idea ends and the next begins
· summary

Multimedia Presentation
Strategies

· note cards/cue words

· outline in large script

· memorize

· create own style

· avoid difficult words

· monitor your audience

Adapted from            50 Essential Lessons, Jim Burke

Organizational Patterns 

· theory/evidence

· compare/contrast 

· fact/opinion

Critical Perspectives
· Consider perspectives not represented.

· Identify need for additional information.

· Evaluate depth of information.

· Evaluate validity of facts. 
	Reading

Comprehension Strategies

· Identify purpose

· Preview text

· Understand then analyze and reflect

· Identify thesis, evidence, structure, style, organization

· Summarize

· Ask questions, visualize, make connections, predict, determine importance, infer, synthesize, monitor comprehension

· Skim for pertinent information

Close and Critical Reading Strategies

· Use graphic organizers before, during and after reading as a visual means of explaining and organizing information and ideas
· Use marginalia to describe the author’s craft.

· Use thinking notes and think aloud strategies.

· Annotate text.

· Take and organize notes (Cornell Notes and Double Entry Journals).

· Determine relevance/importance.

· Consider potential for bias.

· Consider perspectives not represented to avoid controversy.

· Look for evidence to support assumptions and beliefs.

· Evaluate depth of information.

· Evaluate validity of facts.

· Recognize influence of political/social climate when text was written.

Critical Reading Questions

· What does the text say? 

(literal)

· How does it say it? 

(figurative)

· What does it mean? 

(interpretive)

· Why does it matter? (wisdom/allusion/ connections/relevance)
Reading Goals

· Learn to read like a writer.

· Recognize the narrative structure and characteristics of anchor genre through reading mentor text.

· Construct a clear definition of each genre answering these questions:

- What elements must it contain?

- Why would an author choose this genre?

- What makes it unique from other genre?

- What writing styles are appropriate?

- What is its structure?

Reading Portfolio

· Maintain reading portfolio to revisit goals, add evidence of progress, reflection and for evaluation purposes.
· Prepare for Grade 9 Portfolio Reflection and begin to set goals for summer and for Grade 10 reading and writing. 

Graphic Organizers

· comparison notes
· episode notes
· Freytag’s Triangle
· KWL
· summary notes
· T Square
· timeline
· Venn diagram

Contemporary Young Adult Book Clubs

Select from Young Adult Fiction books with a theme of the play or a take off on the play it self. (Romiette and Julio by Sharon Draper )

Connecting Themes Ideas

-Parental Conflicts and Relationships

-Innocent love and friendship

-Dealing with death; dealing with suicide

-Secret relationships 

From Hinton to Hamlet

Building Bridges between YAL and the Classics
Sarah K. Herz and Donald R. Gallo

Dialogue within your bookclub using the unit big ideas 

 - relationships

 - responsibility

 - life lessons

 - age vs. youth

 - moral choices

 - impulse decision making

 - love vs. hate

 - fate

 - deception, secrecy

Instructional Activities
Expository Text
· Explore new research findings about why teens of the past and present act on impulse, participate in high risk behaviors, and often do not see eye to eye with adults. View the PBS presentation The Teen Brain. Take annotated notes on the script. Complete an outline. 
· View Inside the Teenage Brain. Create a chart of the possible implications of this research.
Expository Text

· In literature circles, analyze the decision- making quotations. Connect them to your own decision-making process.
· In literature circles, read the lyrics “Parents Just Don’t Understand,” quotations by Margaret Wheatley, and the article “Talking to Your Parents – or Other Adults.” What important insights can you gain from these texts? Apply their message to yourself and the larger world.
· Revisit your Quick Write from the beginning of the unit to see if your perspectives have been confirmed or changed by the research.
· Create a personal action plan for making decisions.
Narrative Text

Romeo and Juliet

Before Reading
· Read to answer these questions: 

- Why are we reading the Shakespearean Tragedy Romeo and Juliet?  

- What value does the book hold for the modern teenager? 

- What does the book mean in terms of how I think about  my myself, my family, my peers, my community, my country and humanity. 

Deeper Reading,p.20,157

Kelly Gallagher
· In preparation for reading the play, use an anticipation guide to deepen your critical reading skills and set a purpose for reading. Revisit the guide after reading the play and see if the play strengthens your beliefs or if you perspective have changed. 
· Read the Greek myth “Pyramus and Thisbe” on which Shakespeare is said to have based the story of Romeo and Juliet. Make predictions (about the play) based on the myth.
· As a class complete a KWL(R) about William Shakespeare and the era in which he lived and the play was written. Generate a class list of important details about Shakespeare’s time period that would help you better understand the play, such as Italian city-states and the role of dominant families. Join an expert’s panel to study an aspect of the play. Visit websites and gather information taking notes in preparation for sharing the information. During class discussions.
Before Reading Romeo and Juliet

                                                (continued)

· With a partner, generate 10 examples of tragedies, as you would use the word today, in preparation for a class discussion. 
· Participate in a class discussion on how Aristotle defines a tragedy and its tragic hero. Examine how it relates to the play. Take lecture notes using an advance organizer. Compare a classic Greek hero to a tragic hero using a T square or Venn diagram.
· With a partner, complete the activity in the “What would Aristotle Say?” interactive website. Learn whether or not Aristotle would consider an event to be a tragedy.
· Read “Quoting Shakespeare” by Levin to appreciate Shakespeare’s influence on our language today.
· In a teacher directed lesson, familiarize yourself with the language of Shakespeare by reading Sonnets116 and 18. Analyze for meaning, tone, use of imagery, and structure.
50 Essential Lessons, Lesson 9,           Jim Burke
During Reading
· Using a study guide read the play; use critical reading skills and strategies. Use a teacher-created outline for each act and scene as a guide to gain meaning. Write an act-by-act plot summary writing a synopsis of each act and scene, representing the rising, falling and resolution pattern (Freytag’s Pyramid).
Deeper Reading, Kelly Gallagher, p. 55-56 
· Time management in the play is crucial to the plot. Create a tragic decision timeline of the action in the play. Write about each decision and its importance. Discuss the accelerated time frame of the play and the haste with which characters make decisions (impulse decision-making). 

   Reading Reminders

   Jim Burke, pgs. 243-244
· In literature circles, select a scene and lead the discussion of its interpretation, its importance to the act, and figurative language use. On overhead transparencies or story board, draw the action in the play.
During Reading

· Keep a three column character chart (Montague, Non-partisan, and Capulet); note the relationships between the families and among the characters. Cite examples of conflict that lead to the catastrophe (family loyalty, miscommunication, deception)                         Reading Reminders, p.244 Jim Burke
· Use the Profundity Scale to analyze the character traits of Romeo and Juliet. Identify their character flaws. Identify ways you or others you know are like Romeo and Juliet. Look beyond the story to other situations teenagers face today and to the often impulsive decisions they make. Discuss the importance of having a decision-making plan.
· Analyze the opening “Prologue” sonnet, looking for clues about the plot, characters, and tone of the play.

· Compare The Gettysburg Address and the last scene of the play. Use the opening prologue quotation, connotations for the words civil, consecrate, and reconciliation. Apply your knowledge of both the Civil War and the social and political customs of Italian city-states.
After Reading
· Revisit and complete the anticipation guide you began before reading the play.

· In literature circles, discuss these questions from your pre-rearing activity: 

- Why are we reading Romeo and Juliet that is centuries old?

- What value does the play hold for the modern teenager? 

- What does book mean in terms of how I think about  my myself, my family, my peers, my community, my country  and humanity. 

Deeper Reading, p.20,157
· In your opinion what is the most valuable idea that can be taken from the play? Cite an example from today that illustrates this idea. Write or graphically explain the connection between the modern-day example and the play. 

Deeper Reading, p.160-161 Kelly Gallagher

· Conduct a “Perfect Mate” survey with your parents or an adult you admire. Share results in class. Collect data. Share the survey findings with parents and school newspaper. http://www.teachersfirst.com/winners/romeo-survey.htm
After Reading Romeo and Juliet 

                                                 (continued)

· In literature circles

   reflect and respond to questions:

   - What strategies worked the best for me to understand the play?

   - What themes or big ideas provided me with insight into my own life?
   - How does the play reflect my own values?
· Write 10 or more likely test questions. They may be specific to the play, its structure, themes or language. Questions should include factual, inferential (at least 4), and essay (at least 3).
Listening/Viewing

· Evaluate multimedia presentations given by your peers using a presentation rubric. 
· Listen as your teacher reads “The Chaser” and explore the theme of love and decision making. Answer the following questions in literature circles:

   - Can you make someone love you?

  - What makes a good relationship?

   - How would  Shakespeare respond to this story?

In literature circles

· Listen to two of the “Voice of America Radio” What Keeps Works of Shakespeare So Alive and All the World Still a Stage broadcasts. Note inflection and tone of the reader. Read along making annotations. 

· View opening scenes of the 1996 and 1968 versions of Romeo and Juliet. Determine the importance of opening scenes and events in both traditional and modern versions. Visualize and discuss other possibilities.

	Writing to Access Prior Knowledge

Unit Goals

· Based on unit description, identify areas of interest and what you would like to learn.

· Review your long term reading and writing goals and set goals for this unit. 
· Prepare for Grade 9 Portfolio Reflection and begin to set goals for summer and for Grade 10 reading and writing. 

Prior Knowledge Activities

· One of the themes in Romeo and Juliet is that decisions can have long term consequences. Complete a quick write (short journal entry) discussing what currently guides your decision making? Revisit at the end of the unit to write a reflective essay.
· Reflect on a time in your life when you made a mistake and recognized it on your own. What lesson(s) did you learn from evaluating your mistake? 

Writing to Learn
Writing Portfolio

· Maintain writing portfolio to revisit goals, add evidence of progress, reflection and for evaluation purposes.
Writers’ Workshop

Workshop Focus

· Determine workshop focus based on group and individual needs.

· Determine writing strategies for direct instruction. 

· Develop comparative writing techniques.

Unit-Specific Writing Strategies
· Use the writing process.

· Use focus correction.

· Use figurative language in writing. 

· Use class-generated writing rubrics to evaluate your own writing and the writing of others.

Grammar Focus

· See Power of Language (Grammar) Module Part II: Grammar Overview for grade-level recommendations.

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/GrammarModulePart2Complete7-23-08_246369_7.pdf
Writing to Learn

Vocabulary Development

· descriptive language

· Classify and compare academic vocabulary (including literary elements, features, and devices)

· Academic Vocabulary List (Burke)

http://www.palmbeach.k12.fl.us/multicultural/ESOLCurriculumDocs/All/academicvocabulary2.pdf
http://www.englishcompanion.com/pdfDocs/academicvocab.pdf
· The 30-15-10 List (Gallagher)

http://teacherweb.com/TX/RoundRockHighSchool/Massey,Ruth/30-15-10.doc
Research Skills

· Outline

· Locating Sources
   - library

   - electronic card catalogue

   - online databases

   - using the Internet
· Search Strategies

   - narrowing the search

- evaluate websites

· Note-taking

· Summarizing

· Paraphrasing
OWL-Online Writing Lab

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
Quotation Notebook

· Keep a quotation notebook of quotes that reflect important concepts in each of the texts read.

· At the end of this unit publish your 9th grade quotation notebook.
Data Walls
· As social issues or offenses appear in the play, post them on a data wall. Add news articles and pictures of today that relate to the same issues. 
· Post examples of metaphors, symbolism, similes, word etymologies, and other literary devices.
Journal Entries

· A teen is seeking advice about a problem. Write a dialogue between the teen and an adult he or she admires. Your dialogue should be based on your reading of new brain research.
· Select three to five quotations. Identity what big idea, focus question or theme each one relates to.
Journal Entries

· Classify and compare academic vocabulary (literary elements, features, and devices) such as plot/story, summary/paraphrase, and dramatic irony/verbal irony.
Romeo and Juliet

· Define literary terms associated with the play. Write definitions in your own words, citing examples of each. (Act I, Sc(ii),12-18)

· Examine Shakespeare’s use of metaphors in Act I Scene 5. Select the passage that begins with Romeo saying, “If I profane with my unworthiest hand” and ends with Juliet saying, “You kiss by the book” 

1. Underline all words that name or represent parts of the body.
2. Circle words with religious connotations.
3. Find words that can be singular or plural; mark them one or two. (hand/hands)
4. Mark each word whose sound is O, OO, or AH.

5. What observations or conclusions can you make? Are there patterns that contribute to the meaning or effect of the play? Explain and give examples. 

6. Find the sonnet.

Reading Reminders, p.166    Jim Burke
· Translate the Apothecary speech in Scene V from Elizabethan English into modern English. Sketch the apothecary and his shop using the imagery from the speech. Explain how the imagery adds to the mood of the scene and helps develop the character.
· How did Romeo and Juliet interact with their parents? In your opinion were they good parents? Explain the basis for your opinion.
· Become a person in the play. Keep a diary or Blog from the point of view of one of the main characters (Juliet, Romeo, the Nurse, and Mercutio). Preview scoring rubric and student exemplars.

Intel Education Designing Effective Projects
· Reflect on the closing lines of the play, answering the four critical reading questions. 
Journal Entries  (continued)

· Summarize the (student handout) online article on Aristotle’s ideas about tragedy using the Summary Notes organizer. Your summary should be no more than 1/3 the length of the original article.
http://vccslitonline.cc.va.us/tragedy/aristotle.htm 
· The play ends with the Montegues and the Capulets vowing to end the family feud. Use your tragic time line to summarize the chain of cause and effect events that led their decision. Examine the events from the perspective “If only…” What do these events tell us about the implications of impulse decision making?

· Select from one of the following three letter writing options. 

  - Write a persuasive letter to Prince Escalus explaining why Romeo deserved a second chance.  Act III
  - Write the letter that Friar John wrote to Romeo about his plan in Act IV

  - Complete the letter that Romeo gave Balthasar before he entered the monument for Juliet’s father.  Act V 

·  Use your tragic timeline to write a twelve-word story summarizing Romeo and Juliet.
Writing to Demonstrate Learning

Portfolio Reflection
· Write a reflective essay providing evidence of your growth as a reader in 9th grade. Include a personal plan for the summer. Use the student exemplar as a model; place in portfolio.                            (Refer to Unit 9.1)

· Write a reflective essay providing evidence of your growth as a writer in 9th grade. Place in portfolio.                                 (Refer to Unit 9.2) 
· Write a persuasive letter to your teacher for the grade you feel you deserve at the end of the unit. Address reading, writing, listening and speaking. Provide evidence based on criteria, reasons, and anticipate counterarguments.

(Lesson 21, 50 Essential Lessons, Jim Burke)

Reflective Essay

· At the unit’s conclusion, write about what you have learned regarding decision making or conflict resolution. Refer to your quick write at the beginning of the unit. Cite both narrative and informational text.
Writing to Demonstrate Learning

Literary Analysis Options
· Write a literary analysis of Shakespeare’s use of imagery in Mercutio’s speech about Queen Mab or another scene. Discuss mood, character development, and reader response to the scene.

· Write a literary analysis of how secrecy and deceit influence the chain of events in the story leading to the final scene.
Persuasive Essay Options
· Write a persuasive essay using the following thesis:  Romeo and Juliet’s age was the greatest contributing factor in their death. Support the thesis with evidence and examples from the play as well as the informational text on new brain research and its implications on teens and how they make decisions. 
· Write to persuade that Shakespeare’s play The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet is of value to modern day teenagers, giving them insight into themselves. 
Comparison Essay Options
· One of the central themes in the play is that there are times when secrets should be told. Another is that decisions can have long term effects. Use one of these themes as a thesis in a comparison essay. Draw a comparison by connecting it with yourself, your family, your community and your country. See Deeper Reading, p. 163-4,                     Kelly Gallagher

· Write a comparison essay comparing the three heroes, Attitus, Odysseus and Romeo, according to the courage and heroic traits they exhibited. Use quotations and examples from the texts to support your thesis. Refer to your quotation notebook.
· Write a comparison essay comparing the role that fate played in The Odyssey and in Romeo and Juliet. Use quotations, beliefs of the time period, and examples from the texts to support your thesis. Refer to your quotation notebook.
Creative Writing Option

· Like Shakespeare, use a Greek myth to write a short story, poem or skit, making it your own. 
Expository Essay Options
· Write an expository essay about William Shakespeare or a topic that relates to the historical time period in which he lived and wrote. Use at least two resources. 
Expository Essay Options

· Write an expository essay posing the question raised in the play: Can long term feuds be ended? Research one or more modern-day feuds such as the famous Hatfield and McCoy feud answering this question. 
Research-Multimedia Presentation

· Create a multimedia PowerPoint presentation that addresses a unit topic or theme. Select a topic from the following headings:
- Theater and the Arts
- Making Good Decisions - An   Action Plan for Teens
- Modern day feuds and their consequences

- Social Issues Teens Face Today
Speaking 
· Conduct a “Perfect Mate” survey with your parents or an adult you admire. Share results in class. Collect data. Share the survey findings with parents and school newspaper. http://www.teachersfirst.com/winners/romeo-survey.htm
· Give a multimedia presentation. Respond to feedback from your audience through peer evaluations.

· Participate in a dramatic interpretation of a scene or part of a scene in the play.
· Write and perform a skit (comical or serious) portraying what you have learned about the teenage brain as it relates to decision making.
· Participate in a Readers’ Theater of the opera “Jason and Hanna” or portions of the play. Recite poems or sing songs that reflect the themes.
· Participate in literature circles and book club discussions by asking questions and sharing ideas and perspectives to improve communication skills.
· Evaluate activities of literature circles or book clubs with peers. Identify group strengths and weaknesses using a rubric. Provide feedback for your teacher.

	Student Goal Setting and Self-Evaluation Strategies

· Maintain writing portfolio

· Reflect on selected journal entry

· Reflect on two pieces of unit writing that represent best effort

· Monitor growth using   literacy indicators

   - language fluency

   - reading complexity

   - modes of discourse

· Evaluate tendency toward  dispositions and their appropriate application

Daily Fluency

Reading

· HSTW/ACT recommendations of 8-10 books per year in ELA class; 25 books per year across the curriculum

Reading Portfolio  recording reading with three levels of support

1. texts/literature studied in class (challenging text in zone of  proximal development – text students couldn’t read without the help of the teacher); anchor, linking texts, and author/poet study 

2. book club groups reading same text from teacher-selected list   (somewhat above comfort level); students choose from list of 5-6 titles that support the unit theme; they read the book outside of class, participate in book club discussions, and write annotated bibliographies and literary response essays

3. independent reading of student-selected text; reading for pleasure outside of class (at comfort level); students write annotated bibliographies

Reading Strategies

· Skim text for essential information

· Think, write, pair, share new texts

· Time reading to determine time commitment for each text

Vocabulary Development

· academic vocabulary

· technical/specialized  vocabulary

· word etymology and variation

· find current uses in Google News 
Writing
Writing Strategies

· process writing

· language appropriate for purpose and audience

· revise own writing using proofreading checklist

· critique own writing for sophisticated sentence structure

· cite sources using MLA conventions

· evaluate own writing

    (review, revise, edit)

· note taking

Grammar Skills
· grammar and rhetoric mini lessons

· practice skills for ACT/SAT success 
· Elements of dialogue
· Parts of speech
Grammar Instruction to

· enrich writing: add detail, style, voice
· create organizational coherence and flow 
· make writing conventional
Additional MDE Grammar Resource 

“Power of Language” Module

(ELA Companion Document)

Part 1

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/GrammarModule_186324_7.pdf
Part 2

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/GrammarModulePart2Complete7-23-08_246369_7.pdf
ACT College Readiness Standards

English

Analyze text for

· Topic Development in Terms of Purpose and Focus

· Organization, Unity, and Coherence

· Word Choice in Terms of Style, Tone, Clarity, and Economy

· Sentence Structure and Formation

· Conventions of Usage

· Conventions of Punctuation

Reading

Analyze text for 

· Main Ideas and Author’s Approach

· Supporting Details

· Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect Relationships

· Meanings of Words

· Generalizations and Conclusions

Writing

Write text that

· Expresses Judgments

· Focuses on the Topic

· Develops a Position

· Organizes Ideas

· Uses Language Effectively 

· conventions (grammar, usage, mechanics) 

· vocabulary (precise, varied)

· sentence structure variety (vary pace, support meaning)
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