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COMMON CORE STANDARDS ELA 

Writing Standards  K-5 

Text Types and Purposes 

Anchor Standard One: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and sufficient evidence. 
 

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

1. Use a combination of drawing, 

dictating, and writing to compose opinion 
pieces in which they tell reader 
the topic or the name of the text they are 
writing about and state an opinion or 
preference about the topic or book (e.g., 
My favorite book is . . .) 

1. Write op inion p iec es in whic h they 

introduce the top ic  or name the 

book they are writing about, sta te an 

op inion, supply a  reason for the 

op inion, and  p rovide some sense of 

c losure. 

1. Write op inion p ieces in whic h they 

introduce the top ic  or book they a re 

writing about, sta te an op inion, 

supp ly reasons tha t support the 

op inion, use linking words (e.g., 

because , and , a lso) to c onnec t 

op inion and  reasons, and  p rovide a  

c onc lud ing sta tement or sec tion 

1. Write op inion p ieces on top ic s or 

texts, supporting a  point of view with 

reasons. 

a . Introduc e the top ic  or text they 

a re writing about, sta te an op inion, 

and  c rea te an organiza tional 

struc ture tha t lists reasons. 

b . Provide reasons tha t support the 

op inion. 

c . Use linking words and  phrases 

(e.g., bec ause , therefore , sinc e , for 

example) to c onnec t op inion and  

reasons. 

d . Provide a  conc lud ing sta tement or 

sec tion. 

1. Write op inion p ieces on top ic s or 

texts, supporting a  point of view with 

reasons and  information. 

a . Introduc e a  top ic  or text c lea rly, 

sta te an op inion, and  c rea te an 

organiza tional struc ture in whic h 

rela ted  ideas a re grouped  to support 

the writer’ s purpose. 

b . Provide reasons tha t a re supported  

by fac ts and  deta ils. 

c . Link op inion and  reasons using 

words and  phrases (e.g., for instanc e , 

in order to , in add ition). 

d . Provide a  conc lud ing sta tement or 

sec tion rela ted  to the op inion 

p resented . 

1. Write op inion p ieces on top ic s or 

texts, supporting a  point of view 

with reasons and  information. 

a . Introduc e a  top ic  or text c lea rly, 

sta te an op inion, and  c rea te an 

organiza tional struc ture in whic h 

ideas a re log ic a lly grouped  to 

support the writer’ s purpose. 

b . Provide log ic a lly ordered  

reasons tha t a re supported  by 

fac ts and  deta ils. 

c . Link op inion and  reasons using 

words, phrases, and  c lauses (e.g., 

c onsequently, spec ifica lly). 

d . Provide a  conc lud ing sta tement 

or sec tion rela ted  to the op inion 

p resented 

 
Anchor Standard Two: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

2. Use a  c ombina tion of d rawing, 

d ic ta ting, and  writing to c ompose 

informative/ explana tory texts in 

whic h they name what they a re 

writing about and  supply some 

information about the top ic . 

2. Write informative/ exp lana tory texts 

in whic h they name a  top ic , supply 

some fac ts about the top ic , and  

p rovide some sense of c losure. 

2. Write informative/ exp lana tory texts 

in whic h they introduc e a  top ic , use 

fac ts and  definitions to develop  

points, and  p rovide a  c onc lud ing 

sta tement or sec tion. 

 

2. Write informative/ exp lana tory texts 

to examine a  top ic  and  c onvey 

ideas and  information c lea rly. 

 

a . Introduc e a  top ic  and  group  

rela ted  information together; inc lude 

illustra tions when useful to a id ing 

c omprehension. 

 

b . Develop  the top ic  with fac ts, 

definitions, and  deta ils. 

 

 

c . Use linking words and  phrases 

(e.g., a lso, another, and , more, b ut) 

to c onnec t ideas within c a tegories of 

information. 

d . Provide a  conc lud ing sta tement or 

sec tion. 

2. Write informative/ exp lana tory texts 

to examine a  top ic  and  c onvey 

ideas and  information c lea rly. 

a . Introduc e a  top ic  c lea rly and  

group  rela ted  information in 

pa ragraphs and  sec tions; inc lude 

formatting  (e.g ., head ings), 

illustra tions, and  multimedia  when 

useful to a id ing c omprehension. 

b . Develop  the top ic  with fac ts, 

definitions, c onc rete deta ils, 

quota tions, or other information and  

examples rela ted  to the top ic . 

c . Link ideas within ca tegories of 

information using words and  phrases 

(e.g ., another, for examp le, a lso, 

because). 

d . Use p rec ise language and  

doma in-spec ific  vocabula ry to inform 

about or exp la in the top ic . 

e . Provide a  c onc lud ing sta tement or 

sec tion rela ted  to the information or 

exp lana tion p resented . 

2. Write informa tive/ exp lana tory texts 

to examine a  top ic  and  c onvey 

ideas and  informa tion c lea rly. 

a . Introd uc e a  top ic  c lea rly, p rovide 

a  genera l observa tion and  foc us, 

and  group  rela ted  informa tion 

log ic a lly; inc lude forma tting  (e.g ., 

head ings), illustra tions, and  

multimed ia  when useful to a id ing 

c omprehension. 

b . Develop  the top ic  with fac ts, 

definitions, c onc rete deta ils, 

quota tions, or other informa tion and  

examp les rela ted  to the top ic . 

c . Link ideas within and  ac ross 

c a tegories of informa tion using 

words, p hrases, and  c lauses 

(e.g ., in c ontrast, espec ia lly). 

d . Use p rec ise language and  

doma in-spec ific  voc abula ry to 

inform about or exp la in the  

top ic . 

e. Provide a  c onc lud ing  sta tement 

or sec tion rela ted  to the informa tion 

or exp lana tion presented . 
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Anchor Standard Three: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

3. Use a  c ombina tion of d rawing, 

d ic ta ting, and  writing to narra te a  

sing le event or severa l loosely linked  

events, tell about the events in the 

order in whic h they occ urred , and  

p rovide a  reac tion to wha t 

happened . 

3. Write narra tives in whic h they 

rec ount two or more appropria tely 

sequenced  events, inc lude some 

deta ils regard ing wha t happened , 

use tempora l words to signa l event 

order, and  p rovide some sense of 

c losure 

3. Write narra tives in whic h they 

rec ount a  well elabora ted  event or 

short sequenc e of events, inc lude 

deta ils to desc ribe ac tions, thoughts, 

and  feelings, use tempora l words to 

signa l event order, and  p rovide a 

sense of c losure. 

3. Write narra tives to develop  rea l or 

imagined  experiences or events using 

effec tive tec hnique, desc rip tive 

deta ils, and  c lea r event sequences. 

 

a . Estab lish a  situa tion and  introduc e 

a  narra tor and/ or c harac ters; 

organize an event sequenc e tha t 

unfolds na tura lly. 

 

b . Use d ia logue and  desc rip tions of 

ac tions, thoughts, and  feelings to 

develop  experienc es and  events or 

show the response of c harac ters to 

situa tions. 

c . Use tempora l words and  phrases to 

signa l event order. 

 

d . Provide a  sense of c losure. 

 

3. Write narra tives to develop  rea l or 

imagined  experiences or events using 

effec tive tec hnique, desc rip tive 

deta ils, and  c lea r event sequences. 

 

a . Orient the reader by establishing a  

situa tion and  introduc ing a  narra tor 

and / or c harac ters; organize an 

event sequenc e tha t unfolds 

na tura lly. 

b . Use d ia logue and  desc rip tion to 

develop  experienc es and  events or 

show the responses of c harac ters to 

situa tions. 

 

c . Use a  va riety of transitiona l words 

and  phrases to manage the 

sequence of events. 

d . Use c onc rete words and  phrases 

and  sensory deta ils to c onvey 

experienc es and  events p rec isely. 

 

e. Provide a  c onc lusion tha t follows 

from the narra ted  experienc es or 

events. 

3. Write narra tives to develop  rea l 

or imagined  experiences or events 

using effec tive tec hnique, 

desc rip tive deta ils, and  c lea r 

event sequenc es. 

a . Orient the reader by 

estab lishing a  situa tion and  

introduc ing a  narra tor and/ or 

c harac ters; organize an event 

sequence tha t unfolds na tura lly. 

b . Use narra tive tec hniques, suc h 

as d ia logue, desc rip tion, and  

pac ing, to develop  experienc es 

and  events or show the responses 

of c harac ters to situa tions. 

c . Use a  va riety of transitiona l 

words, phrases, and  c lauses to 

manage the sequenc e of events. 

d . Use c onc rete words and  

phrases and  sensory deta ils to 

c onvey experienc es and  events 

p rec isely. 

e. Provide a  c onc lusion tha t 

follows from the narra ted  

experienc es or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

Anchor Standard Four: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

4. (Begins in grade 3) 4. (Begins in grade 3) 4. (Begins in grade 3) 

 

4. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults, p roduce writing in whic h the 

development and  organiza tion are 

appropria te to task and  purpose. 

(Grade-spec ific  expec ta tions for 

writing types a re defined  in standards 

1–3 above.) 

 

4. Produc e c lea r and  c oherent 

writing in whic h the development 

and  organiza tion a re appropria te to 

task, purpose, and  aud ience. 

(Grade-spec ific  expec ta tions for 

writing types a re defined  in standards 

1–3 above.) 

4. Produc e c lea r and  c oherent 

writing in whic h the development 

and  organiza tion a re appropria te 

to task, purpose, and  aud ienc e. 

(Grade-spec ific  expec ta tions for 

writing types a re defined  in 

standards 1–3 above.) 

 

Anchor Standard Five: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

5. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults, respond  to questions and  

suggestions from peers and  add  

deta ils to strengthen writing as 

needed 

5. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults, foc us on a  top ic , respond  to 

questions and  suggestions from 

peers, and  add  deta ils to strengthen 

writing as needed . 

 

5. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults and  peers, foc us on a  top ic  

and  strengthen writing as needed  by 

revising and  ed iting. 

5. With guidanc e and  support from 

peers and  adults, develop  and  

strengthen writing as needed  by 

p lanning, revising, and  editing. 

(Ed iting for c onventions should  

demonstra te c ommand of 

Language standards 1–3 up  to a nd  

inc lud ing grade 3 on pages 28 and  

29.) 

 

5. With guidanc e and  support from 

peers and  adults, develop  and  

strengthen writing as needed  by 

p lanning, revising, and  editing. 

(Ed iting for c onventions should  

demonstra te c ommand of 

Language standards 1–3 up  to a nd  

inc lud ing grade 4 on pages 28 and  

29.) 

5. With guidanc e and  support from 

peers and  adults, develop  and  

strengthen writing as needed  by 

p lanning, revising, ed iting, 

rewriting, or trying a  new 

approac h. (Editing for c onventions 

should  demonstra te c ommand of 

Language standards 1–3 up  to 

and  inc lud ing grade 5 on pages 

28 and  29.) 
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Anchor Standard Six: Use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
6. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults, exp lore a  va riety of d ig ita l 

tools to p roduc e and  pub lish writing, 

inc lud ing in c ollabora tion with peers. 

6. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults, use a  va riety of d igita l tools to 

p roduce and  publish writing, 

inc lud ing in c ollabora tion with peers. 

6. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults, use a  va riety of d igita l tools to 

p roduce and  publish writing, 

inc lud ing in c ollabora tion with peers 

. 

6. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults, use tec hnology to p roduce 

and  pub lish writing (using 

keyboard ing skills) as well as to 

interac t and  c ollabora te with others. 

6. With some guidance and  support 

from adults, use tec hnology, inc lud ing 

the Internet, to p roduc e and  publish 

writing as well as to interac t and  

c ollabora te with others; demonstra te  

suffic ient c ommand of keyboard ing 

skills to type a  minimum of one page in 

a  sing le sitting. 

6. With some guidance and  

support from adults, use 

tec hnology, inc lud ing the Internet, 

to p roduc e and  pub lish writing as 

well as to interac t and  c ollabora te 

with others; demonstra te suffic ient 

c ommand of keyboard ing skills to 

type a  minimum of two pages in a  

sing le sitting. 

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

 

Anchor Standard Seven: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

7. Partic ipa te in shared  researc h and  

writing p rojec ts (e.g., exp lore a  

number of books by a  favorite author 

and  express op inions about them). 

 

7. Partic ipa te in shared  researc h and  

writing p rojec ts (e.g., exp lore a  

number of “ how-to ”  b ooks on a  

g iven top ic  and  use them to write a  

sequence of instruc tions). 

7. Partic ipa te in shared  researc h and  

writing p rojec ts (e.g., read  a  number 

of books on a  sing le top ic  to 

p roduce a  report; rec ord  sc ienc e 

observa tions). 

7. Conduc t short researc h p rojec ts 

tha t build  knowledge about a  top ic . 

7. Conduc t short researc h p rojec ts 

tha t build  knowledge through 

investiga tion of d ifferent aspec ts of a  

top ic . 

7. Conduc t short researc h p rojec ts 

tha t use severa l sources to build  

knowledge through investiga tion 

of d ifferent aspec ts of a  top ic . 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Standard Eight: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
8. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults, rec all information from 

experienc es or ga ther information 

from provided  sources to answer a  

question. 

8. With guidanc e and  support from 

adults, rec all information from 

experienc es or ga ther information 

from provided  sources to answer a  

question 

8. Rec all information from 

experienc es or ga ther information 

from provided  sources to answer a  

question. 

8. Rec all information from 

experienc es or ga ther 

information from print and  d igita l 

sourc es; take b rief notes on sourc es 

and  sort evidenc e into p rovided  

c a tegories. 

8. Rec all relevant information from 

experienc es or ga ther relevant 

information from print and  d igita l 

sourc es; take notes and  c a tegorize 

information, and  p rovide a  list of 

sourc es. 

 

8. Rec all relevant information from 

experienc es or ga ther relevant 

information from print and  d igita l 

sourc es; summarize or pa raphrase 

information in notes and  finished  

work, and  p rovide a  list of sourc es. 
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Anchor Standard Nine: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. Draw evidenc e from litera ry or 

informational texts to support 

ana lysis, reflec tion, and  researc h. 

a . Apply grade 4 Read ing standards 

to litera ture (e.g., “ Desc ribe in dep th 

a  c harac ter, setting, or event in a  

story or d rama, d rawing on spec ific  

deta ils in the text [e.g ., a  c harac ter’ s 

thoughts, words, or ac tions].” ). 

 

 

b . Apply grade 4 Read ing standards 

to informationa l texts (e.g., “ Exp la in 

how an author uses reasons and  

evidence to support pa rtic ula r points 

in a  text ” ). 

9. Draw evidenc e from litera ry or 

informational texts to support 

ana lysis, reflec tion, and  researc h. 

a . Apply grade 5 Read ing 

standards to litera ture (e.g., 

“ Compare and  c ontrast two or 

more c harac ters, settings, or 

events in a  story or a  d rama, 

d rawing on spec ific  deta ils in the 

text [e.g ., how c harac ters 

interac t] ” ). 

b . Apply grade 5 Read ing 

standards to informationa l texts 

(e.g., “ Exp la in how an author uses 

reasons and  evidence to support 

pa rtic ula r points in a  text, 

identifying whic h reasons and  

evidence support whic h 

point[s] ” ). 

 

 

Range of Writing 

Anchor Standard Ten: Write routinely over extended time frames (time to research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

10. (Begins in grade 3) 10. (Begins in grade 3) 10. (Begins in grade 3) 

 
10. Write routinely over extended  

time frames (time for researc h, 

reflec tion, and  revision) and  shorter 

time frames (a  sing le sitting or a  day 

or two) for a  range of d isc ip line-

spec ific  tasks, purposes, and  

aud ienc es. 

10. Write routinely over extended  

time frames (time for researc h, 

reflec tion, and  revision) and  shorter 

time frames (a  sing le sitting or a  day 

or two) for a  range of d isc ip line-

spec ific  tasks, purposes, and  

aud ienc es. 

. 

10. Write routinely over extended  

time frames (time for researc h, 

reflec tion, and  revision) and  

shorter time frames (a  sing le sitting 

or a  day or two) for a  range of 

d isc ip line-spec ific  tasks, purposes, 

and  aud ienc es. 

 

 

 

 


